
Columbia Police Department  

Poised to Accept CALEA Stamp of Excellence   
Reaccreditation will mean CPD meets highest law enforcement standards 

On Sunday, November 5th 

through Tuesday, November 

8th, CALEA Assessors Brian 

Childress and Melvin Lange 

arrived in Columbia to  

conduct an on-site review of 

the police departmentõs  

comp l i ance  w i t h  t h e  

accreditation process and 

standards.  The grueling four 

day process is anticipated to 

result in the Columbia Police 

Department receiving its  

reaccreditation.  CALEA  

assessors also conducted  

interviews to determine 

whether the Department is  

in compliance with over  

400 standards for law  

enforcement agencies. The 

department received its  

introductory accreditation in 

2008 while under the  

leadership of Chief Barry 

Crotzer.   
 

It is a proud moment when an 

agency can say that they have 

achieved accreditat ion. 

CALEA accreditation for a 

police agency means that the 

department has met the  

highest law enforcement  

standards. The Commission 

on Accreditation for Law  

Enforcement Agencies, Inc. 

(CALEA) was created in 1979 

through the combined efforts 

o f  f o u r  m a j o r  L a w  

Enforcement organizations: 

the International Association 

of Chiefs of Police, National 

Organization of Black Law 

Enforcement Executives,  

National Sheriffõs Association, 

and the Police Executive  

Research Forum united to 

address issues of accountabil-

ity, integr ity, l iabi l i ty,  

performance, community 

partnership, and to elevate 

law enforcement to profes-

sional standing and affirm the  

quality of police services.  

 

During the on-site review of 

the Columbia Police Depart-

ment, a public information 

session offered community 

and agency employees an 

opportunity to have input in 

the assessment process. For 

(Continued on page 3) 

UPCOMING  

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

Community Spring 

Kite Fly  
Bring your favorite 

kite to Woodland Park, 

Rotary Shelter Field, 

on Saturday, March 

17th, 1:00 ñ2:30 p.m., 

FREE.  

Community Easter 

Egg Hunt  
Children, ages 1 -10, 

bring your favorite 

Easter basket to 

Rainey House, Wood-

land Park on Saturday, 

April 7th at 11am, 

FREE.  
Earth Day  

Celebration  
Help plant a garden at 

Macedonia Rec.  

Center, learn about 

recycling, and  

participate in litter 

pick -up on Friday, 

April 20th, 4:30 ñ5:30 

pm at the Macedonia 

Rec. Center, FREE.  

3rd  Annual Family 

Bike Rodeo  
Learn traffic safety 

tips; receive a bike 

safety check; and try 

your skills at the ob-

stacle course on Satur-

day, April 21, 1:00 ñ

2:30 pm at the River 

Walk Park Shelter; 

FREE.  

Columbiaõs Farmers Market Pavil-
ion in River Walk Park, shown 

near its completion in January 

2012, the new pavilion will  
provide a covered and permanent 

home for the market with many 
amenities for visitors and vendors 
to enjoy.  

Columbiaõs downtown and River 
Walk Park have are popular  
destinations for residents and 
visitors, and soon this facility will be available for rental or public use.  In addition, while the pavilion will be used primarily 

by Columbiaõs Farmers Fresh Market, the City and local groups have already begun to imagine a great variety of  
community events that could benefit from this facility.  Construction of the pavilion was funded with grants, from USDA-
Rural Development and the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, and a combination of local matching funds and  

donations. Vendors, who have been successfully selling fresh, locally grown products on the downtown square, are excited 
about the enhancements that will be provided at the new pavilion, such as, lighting, electrical outlets, ceiling fans, access to 
water fountains and nearby restroom facilities, parking; and it is designed for handicap accessibility.  These features,  

especially having a covered place to sell  their products, will allow for farmers to offer a greater diversity of products and 
possibly expand the marketõs hours in the future.  An official Grand Opening ceremony is currently being planned and is 
tentatively set for Saturday, June 9, 2012., with the opening of the next market season. 
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Park and Recreation Centers  
Columbia Parks and Recreation Department  

821 West 9th Street (Woodland Park)  

(931) 388-8119  

Armory Recreation Center  

503 Carter Street                 

(931) 380-2742  

Fairview Park Community Center  

871 Iron Bridge Road  

(931) 380-2740    

          Macedonia Recreation Center  

 501 Armstrong Street  

      (931) 380-2738 Page 2 
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Mommy, Daddy and Me Dance  

Dads, moms, grandfathers, grandmothers, uncle, aunts, 

sons, grandsons, daughters and granddaughters this 

special dance is held in your 

honor. Treat yourself to snacks, 

refreshments, music for your  

listening and dancing pleasure.  

Friday, February 3       

7:00 ð 8:30 p.m. 

FREE  

Riverside School ð Cafeteria  

òBlack History in Motionó 

Be òmovedõ by the rhythms of area 

Praise Dance teams.  Join us as we 

celebrate the journey back 

through the  richness of African -

American heritage as expressed 

through interpretive dance.   

 

 

 

The program will also feature 

the captivating, award win-

ning play, òHatsó which re-

flects significant events in the 

timeline of Black History.  

Thursday, February 9                            

 6:00 ð 7:30 p.m. 

FREE                               

Macedonia Community Center  

Black History Music Festival    

The community is invited to enjoy an evening of  

inspiring music celebrating Black History Month. Area 

churches, musicians and choirs will provide the music.  

Monday, February 21         

6:00 ð 7:30 p.m. 

FREE 

Fairview Recreation Center  

2012 Pee-Wee Basketball Program  

Youth ages 5 & 6, focus on basic basketball skills in a 

positive setting.  

 

5 Year olds            9:30 ð 10:15 a.m. 

6 Year olds            10:30 ð 11:15 a.m. 

 

Sat January 21 ð February 18  

$10 first child/$5 additional child  

Macedonia Recreation Center   

For more programs & events, see www.columbiatn.com/ParksRec/ParksRec.htm 

Columbia Parks & Recreation  

Programs and Events  

For several months, the City Recorderõs 

Office has accepted Debit and Credit cards 

for property tax payments.  Now, electronic proc-

essing has been expanded to accept Debit and Credit 

Cards for payment of court fines, business taxes, parking 

tickets and other fees paid in person or over the phone.  

Please note the following fees and restrictions that may 

apply to your Debit or Credit card transaction, as we work 

to provide service that is as fast, easy, and as convenient as 

possible.  
 

 

For Payments made Over the Phone:  

Over the phone, the City of Columbia can only accept 

Debit and Credit card payments of property taxes, court 

fines, and parking tickets.   

For property tax payments using your Debit card, the 

charge is $3.95 and, for Credit 

cards, the charge is 3% of the 

charged amount.  

For payments of court fines and 

other fees over the phone, the  

additional charge is $2.50 for Debit 

cards and a fee of $6.50 for Credit 

cards.  
  

For Payments made In Person: 

For payments of court fines and other fees in person, the 

additional charge is $2.50 for Debit cards and there is a 

sliding fee, starting at $2.50 minimum, for Credit cards.  

For property tax payments using your Debit card, the 

charge is $3.95 and, for Credit cards, the charge is 3% of 

the charged amount.  

For payment of Parking tickets by Debit or Credit, the fee 

is between $1.50 - $2.50. 

VISA Credit cards are accepted for all payments made by 

phone; however, due to a requirement from VISA, when 

payments are made in person, VISA is only to be  

accepted for the payment of city property tax.   

If you would like to use VISA to pay court fines, parking 

tickets or other fees, you must make your payment over 

the phone.  
  

Processing of Debit and Credit cards is provided by Vital 

Check.  The processing fees for this service are charged 

and retained by Vital Check.  The City of Columbia does 

not retain any of the fees.  

City Recorderõs Office: (931) 560-1520 



those who could not comment at the 

session in person at City Council 

Chambers, telephone submissions 

were accepted. All of the comments 

were limited to addressing the  

Columbia Police Departmentõs ability 

to comply with the CALEA standards. 

Chief Bishop said òI was humbled by 

the words of support and praise of-

fered by our partners and various 

members of the community who took 

the time to address the Assessors in 

support of the department and our 

officers.ó 
 

The assessors have completed their 

review and are in the process of  

submitting their written report to the 

full Commission.  A body of 21  

commissioners will determine the 

awarding of re-accreditation status for 

the Columbia Police Department after 

review of the written report.  
 

Police Chief Joseph Bishop said the 

accreditation process is strictly  

(Continued from page 1) voluntary but itõs something the  

Department feels is necessary, òWeõve 

chosen this intense review to ensure 

that we are hitting all the benchmarks 

that make up our S.A.F.E. model, for a 

better Columbia. The citizens of  

Columbia deserve the best. Acquiring 

CALEA accreditation will put an extra 

stamp on our Departmentõs hard 

work. It says that our procedures and 

entire team meet the highest  

professional recognized standards for 

excellence in our field.  I am confident 

we will achieve reaccreditation.ó   
 

Chief Bishop continued, òThe  

dedication and commitment of the 

members of the Columbia Police  

Department is the catalyst for our 

success thus far with our ôS.A.F.E. for 

a better Columbia crime-fighting 

model.õ But, I have to publicly thank 

Sgt. Vince Morgan and Officer Paige 

Manley who managed our re-

accreditation process along with the 

CPD leadership team.ó 
 

Under Sgt. Morganõs direction, the 

CPD team members underwent a 

three year process of self-evaluation 

that included a total revision of all 

policies and procedures, department  

restructuring and extensive training to 

be in compliance with the standards 

se t  by  the  Commiss ion  in  

anticipation of the on-site review.  
 

 Sgt. Vince Morgan said, òThis has 

been a lengthy, multi-year process 

that has required a lot of hard work 

and a team effort. We are looking 

forward to seeing our hard work pay 

off.ó  
 

Re-accreditation is for three years, 

during which time the CPD must  

submit annual reports attesting to the 

continued compliance to the  

standards. By attaining reaccredited 

status,  the Columbia Pol ice  

Department will confirm what it 

strives to demonstrate on a daily  

basisñan unwavering commitment to 

achieving the highest level of  

excellence in law enforcement.  

Photo depiction: members of the CPD stand with CALEA assessors Brian Childress and Melvin Lang.  from left to 
right are Capt. Troy Potts, Sgt. Vince Morgan, Officer Paige Manley, Childress, Chief Joseph Bishop, Capt. Kenny 
Brady, Lange, Assistant Chief Tim Potts and Capt. Mickey Jones. 
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Reaccreditation will mean CPD meets highest law enforcement standards 
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Columbiaõs Strategic Plan, which is a one-year, five-year, 

and fifteen-year plan, provides the vision, goals and  

strategic actions that the City Council and city staff have 

set as the top policies and projects needed to achieve the 

communityõs vision for the future of Columbia.   
 

The Cityõs top priority is to have a vibrant, growing economy again and, in 2011, we have completed, or 

have nearly completed, projects that make Columbia an attractive destination and help to revitalize 

downtown.  Since opening in April 2011, the Ridley Park Athletic Complex has hosted 16 tournaments; 

bringing in visitors who stay in our hotels and shop or dine out at our businesses.  In addition, this past 

year, Parks and Recreation has seen a significant increase in participation in adult and youth sports 

leagues as more residents take part in activities in our local parks.  Columbiaõs Duck River Walk  

continues to take shape.  Improvements to the 5th Street Bridge connecting downtown to River Walk 

Park are complete; the system of multi-use trails along the Duck River are being used daily; and a new farmers market pavilion 

and streetscape improvements in the downtown area are anticipated to be completed in spring 2012.  In addition, the City is 

nearly finished with renovations to what will be the new City Hall, located at 700 N. Garden Street, and plans are currently in 

design to relocate the Police Department Headquarters into the building at 707 N. Main Street in late 2012.  If you havenõt seen 

Ridley Park or visited downtown lately, please stop by and see what your neighbors are talking about! 
 

Over the last year, the City of Columbia increased services in a number of areas, but also continued to find ways to reduce the 

costs of government for our citizens.  Our residents can be assured that we have tremendously dedicated city employees that 

carry out the Cityõs mission to provide excellent services in a financially responsible manner.   To their credit, the City of  

Columbia has been able to weather the economic storm of the last few years, while maintaining department budgets that are the 

same today as they were in 2000, without eliminating any services or laying off any employees.  In 2011, the City benefited from a 

Tennessee Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant that was used to generate reductions in operating and maintenance 

costs.  Funding was used to replace lighting in some city facilities and in all the traffic lights throughout the City with more energy-

efficient LED lights; in addition, the grant funded upgrades to a tank-less water heater and more efficient a/c unit at Public Works; 

and a new, energy-efficient boiler at City Hall.  Beginning in 2011, the Fire Department has reduced costs and increased the  

flexibility of their operations by using a smaller vehicle, 2-person team to respond to incidents not requiring the use of larger  

fire apparatus.  As we begin 2012, we will continue to look for ways to improve.  Currently, we are working to 

update Columbiaõs Strategic Plan to reflect our priorities for the new year.  Look for information about the  

updated plan, Strategic Plan 2012-2017-2027, in the next issue of Insights. 
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TOP PRIORITIES  

2011ð2012 

MAJOR PROJECTS  

2011ð2012 

Provide Direction on the Sewer Rate 

Evaluation Options and Provide Direction  

for the Employee Retirement System 

Provide Funding for Greenlick Sewer  

Rehabilitation 

Development of Updated Subdivision  

Standards and Regulations 

Development of a New Zoning Ordinance 

Prioritize Streets and Provide Funding  

for the Annual Paving Program  

Development and Prioritization of Surface  

Transportation Program (Road) Projects 

Schedule and Provide Funding for  

Municipal Information Systems Replacements 

City Hall: Remodel and Relocation 

Police Reaccreditation 

Safe Routes to School:  

Hampshire Pike Project 

Cayce Lane Improvements 

Ridley Park Athletic Complex Construction 

Duck River Walk Project Construction 

Farmers Market Pavilion Construction 

Santa Fe Pike Sanitary Sewer Force Main  

Rehabilitation Project 

Needs Policy  

Direction  

Needs 

Funding  

Complete  On Hold   In  

Progress 

STATUS KEY:  

Paul C. Boyer, Jr. 

City Manager  

Columbiaõs 

Strategic  

Plan  

2011-2016-2026 
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For more information, view our website: www.maurycountyoem.com  

Brought to you by:  

In Middle Tennessee, winter storms are most likely to occur January through March with the highest risk in February.  Winter 

storms bring the threat of freezing rain, ice, and snow.  Even small amounts of snow and ice can cause severe problems, especially 

for drivers.  Sidewalks, streets, and highways become extremely hazardous to pedestrians and motorists.  Over 85% of ice storm 

deaths are traffic related.  Please use defensive driving techniques, pay attention to your surroundings, and plan ahead to protect 

yourself and your loved ones from injury.   
 

If you have to drive in wet, snowy or icy conditions, there are a number of things you can do to improve driving safety and help 

reduce the number of crashes.  First, plan ahead and be patient.  Allow plenty of time for your trip and make a conscious decision 

to slow down.  Allow for greater distances between your vehicle and the vehicle in front of you.  Finally, be a defensive driver and 

never assume that the other motorists have given thought to the current road conditions.  Especially in winter weather, a vehicle 

needs more space to stop for traffic, intersections, or when entering sharp curves.  Buckle up and drive safely! 
 

In addition, winter storms may include a heavy accumulation of ice, which is often accompanied by high winds and may devastate 

trees and transmission lines.  Everyone experiences power outages from time to time.  Unfortunately, many of these outages 

come at times of extreme weather or various disasters.  When power is out, many lose their source of heat, water, and sanita-

tion.  Many medical devices rely on electricity, and cordless phones and cell phones will not charge.  When the power is out, 

safety becomes a major concern.  

  
BE PREPARED AND  BE SAFE 

GETTING 

PREPARED 

Know the terms used by weather forecasters.  
Consider purchasing a battery -powered NOAA weather radio and stock extra batteries.  
Keep your car òweatherizedó with antifreeze, and keep your carõs gas tank at least Ĭ full. 
Carry a cell phone.  
Have an alternative emergency heating source, such as a fireplace or wood stove.   

Use appropriate safeguards and have proper ventilation.  
Make sure your home is properly insulated.  
Take measures to keep your pipes from freezing.  

POWER 

OUTAGES 
  

Register life -sustaining equipment with your utility company.  
Post the phone number of your power utility company on your Emergency Phone List.  
If you own an electric garage door opener, learn how to open the door without power.  
Have a corded telephone available.  Cordless phones without battery back -up will not work.  
Consider purchasing a small generator.  Never run indoors.  

DURING 

THE 

STORM  & 

WHEN THE 

LIGHTS 

GO OUT 
 Note:  Leave 

one light switch 

in the on posi-

tion to alert 

you when ser-

vice is restored! 

Monitor radio/TV or NOAA Weather Radio.  
Stay inside.  Long exposure to cold increases the risk of frostbite or hypothermia.  
If you must go out, dress in layers.  
Avoid overexertion.  The strain from the cold may cause a heart attack and sweating could 

lead to a chill and hypothermia.  
Drive with caution and carry a disaster supply kit in your vehicle.  
If you leave home, turn off or unplug heat -producing appliances.  
Conserve water, especially if you have a well.  
Keep doors, windows and draperies, closed to retain heat in your home.  
Be extremely careful of fire hazards caused by candles or other flammable light sources.  
When using kerosene heaters, gas lanterns or stoves inside the house, maintain ventilation 

to avoid build -up of toxic fumes.  Never use charcoal or gas barbecues inside; they 

produce carbon monoxide.  



Premises  Iden t i f i ca t ion  

Can Customers Find Your Business?  

When Seconds CountñCan Emergency Responders Find Your Home?  

According to the International Property Maintenance Code, all buildings and structures within 

the City of Columbia are required to have approved address numbers posted and visible from 

the street.  Specifically, the property maintenance code requires: 

 

Addresses shall be displayed in Arabic numerals or spelled out  

in alphabet letters  

All numbers and letters should be posted on a contrasting background   

Numbers and letters shall be at least 4 inches tall with a minimum stroke 

width of a ½ inch 

 

In addition to being required by code to follow these rules, there are other  

reasons why all citizens should want to follow this law.  First, having a clearly 

marked street address means better protection in case of an emergency.   

If you need 911 services, the fire, police, and EMS will be able to find you faster. 

 

Well marked and identifiable addresses save important time in an emergency.  

When someone has a fire or medical emergency, getting to the location 

promptly and safely is critical.  A visitor, child or an injured  person may be  

unable to give clear directions.  Seconds count in an emergency! 

 

Second, you need to have the identification for utility services because  

telephone, power, water, natural gas, and cable companies rely on an  

address to start a new service or respond to a maintenance problem. 

 

And, finally, the United States Postal Service and private delivery companies need 

the address to be visible in order for you to get you mail, packages, and other 

deliveries.  Having your address clearly shown will help ensure prompt delivery.   

 

It is important to make sure your address remains visible, and does not fall into 

disrepair, or become obstructed by paint or shrubbery.  Remember, if you canõt 

see your address, neither can your customers or emergency responders! 

 

If you have questions or would like more information about residential or  

commercial building concerns, please contact Columbia Codes Administration at  

(931) 560-1540.  Also, visit the Codes Administration webpage  

for more information at: www.columbiatn.com. 

òSeconds Count...Remember if 

you canõt see your address, 

neither can customers or  

first responders!ó 
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One free, easy call gets utility lines 

marked and helps protect you and  

others from injury and expense.   

Know whatõs below.   

Always CALL 811 before you dig.  

Visit www.call811.com  

for more information.  

1344  
For best visibility and safety,  

House Numbers must have a:  

minimum height of 4 inches;  

Contrasting background;  

and minimum 1/2 inch stroke width.  



According to the Tennessee State Fire 

Marshalõs Office, Tennesseeõs fire  

mortality rate is one of the highest in the 

country.  During the last ten years, the 

national fire mortality rate has dropped, 

but the mortality rate in Tennessee has 

increased.  The Columbia Fire Depart-

ment (CFD) is committed to protecting 

the citizens of Columbia and its visitors.  

The department strives to help assure 

your safety through programs such as fire 

prevention, codes enforcement, EMS, fire 

suppression, Hazmat (partners with 

Maury County Emergency Management), 

rescue and public education. 
 

The placement of smoke alarms in  

residents homes is one service that CFD 

provides that coincides with the State 

Fire Marshalõs Office year long initiative 

of public fire education.  The CFD  

receives an annual grant thanks to  

Wal-Mart and the work of Training  

Officer Randy Fox to buy smoke alarms.  

Members of the department place these 

alarms (while supplies last) strategically 

to alert residents of fires so that they can 

exit quickly increasing their chances of 

survival. 
 

The State Fire Marshalõs Office also  

reports that, òMore than 80% of fire 

deaths are in residential occupancies.ó 

Properly installed and maintained smoke 

alarms are considered to be one of the 

least expensive means of providing an 

early warning of a potentially deadly fire 

and could reduce the risk of dying from a 

fire in your home by almost half.   

According to the 

National Fire Pro-

tection Association, 

the combination of 

working smoke 

alarms and home 

fire sprinklers  

lowers the risk of 

death from fire by 

80%.  The fire death 

rate of people 85 

and older is five 

times the national 

average.  Similar to 

the nation, the  

State Fire Marshalõs  

Office also finds 

that the second 

highest death rate 

occurs in the  

very young and  

minorities.     
 

There are new dual sensor smoke alarms 

that are suggested for the replacement of 

the typical smoke alarms found in most 

homes or to place in residences lacking 

smoke alarms.  The science used for 

these alarms consist of two technologies.   

One, an ionization sensor that  

responds fastest to fast flaming fires 

which can 

spread rapidly 

and the other, a 

photoelectric 

sensor that 

responds the 

fastest to slow  

smoldering fires 

often caused by 

smoking,  

woodstoves or 

fireplaces.  This is 

housed in one unit 

that is moderately 

priced and should be 

placed in bedrooms, 

living areas and on 

each floor in larger 

homes.  This should 

be done by manufactures recommenda-

tions and citizens can call the Columbia 

Fire Department for assistance, if needed, 

with the placement of alarms at  

(931) 560-1700. 
 

In addition, a working carbon monoxide 

alarm is an important part of safety in 

your home.  In October of this year, ac-

cording to Clarksville, Tennessee police 

reports, five people died as a result of 

over exposure to carbon monoxide.  

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless 

gas that mixes well with air and can cause 

dizziness, nausea, headaches and may 

aggravate heart and artery disease.  

Excessive exposure to carbon monoxide 

may cause death. Carbon monoxide de-

tectors work similar to smoke detectors 

by monitoring carbon monoxide levels in 

your home and sounding an alarm if  

elevated levels are detected.  The  

majority of carbon monoxide detectors 

are one of three basic sensors types that 

produce similar results with slight  

variances. 
 

For both smoke and carbon monoxide 

detectors, follow the accompanying 

manufactureõs user guide with each  

device or instruction sheet to help you 

install, operate and maintain your safety 

devices.  Be sure to keep the guide with 

you for each device, check batteries 

monthly, and change batteries if needed 

on a routine basis.  There is a difference 

technically between alarms and  

detectors, but most people use the terms 

interchangeably, make sure that your 

home has adequate detectors or alarms 

to help ensure your safety and your  

familyõs safety.    
  

    

 

Columbia Fire Department   

(931) 560 -1700  

òProperly 

installed and 

maintained 

smoke alarms 

are 

considered to 

be one of the 

least 

expensive 

means of 

providing an 

early warning 

éand  

could reduce 

the risk of 

dying from a 

fire in your 

home by 

almost half.ó 
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Pictured at left: Fire Chief Lee Bergeron  

trains  firefighters in Columbia in emergency 

preparedness and response to hazardous 

materials -related incidents.  



Message from Ward 1  

community may not have been resolved. 

With your help in keeping me informed and 

us working together, we will be able to 

make Ward 1 and the City of Columbia a 

better place to live. 
 

Again, I want to say thank you for your  

continued support and look forward to  

working with you as we go forward  

together. I can be contacted at:  

Cell# 931 286-5627 or E-mail  

c a r l . m c c u l l e n @ c o l u m b i a t n . c o m  

     

   - Carl McCullen 

I would like to thank the constituents of 

Ward 1 for your confidence and continued 

support of my leadership as your City  

Councilman.  
 

I pledge to continue to work as hard on the 

issues and concern of our community in the 

future as I have in the past. I will continue 

my open door policy and welcome your calls 

to voice your concerns or comments  

relative to our community.  
 

Please know that I have all your concerns at 

heart, even though all of the issues in our 
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 As City Council worked to 

respond to the 2010  

Census and the population 

changes in Columbia,  

I made recommendations to  

redistricting and ward line 

changes that have been  

approved by City Council.  

Ward boundary lines must 

be set in compliance with 

the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 and in response to 

unequal population growth, 

contiguity, compactness, 

respect for pol i t ical  

subdivision boundaries,  

communities of interest and 

other guidelines.   
 

Fiscal concerns are under  

review as the City Council 

continues to be focused on 

sustaining a good financial  

environment, providing  

services at the most  

economical costs and  

supporting our employees.   
 

As a member of the Cityõs  

Retirement Trustee Board, 

we have worked for  

some time preparing for 

modif ications in the  

retirement plan for city  

employees to provide for 

the long-term sustainability 

of the plan.  In December 

2011, Council approved the 

Boardõs recommendation to 

close the current retirement 

plan (defined benefit) for all 

future employees hired  

after June 30, 2012 and 

begin a defined contribution 

plan for all future employees 

with ICMA-RC as the plan  

administrator for the new  

plan and the Cityõs existing 

457 plan. 
 

The College Hill and East Hill 

areas received a major  

face-lift from the vision of 

People Helping People 

Together and all its partners 

during October 2011.  About 

800 citizens pitched in to 

beautify east Columbia 

homes. It is wonderful when 

service to others is a natural 

part of our lives and we all 

benefit from these efforts.   

 

Message from Ward 3  

 

The City 

Council is the 

legislative 

and policy -

making body 

of the City of 

Columbia.   

 

City Council  

currently 

consists of 

seven 

members.  

The  voters in 

each of the 

Cityõs five 

Wards elect a 

Council 

Member and 

voters in the 

entire City 

elect the 

Mayor and 

Vice Mayor.   

 

All serve  

four -year, 

staggered 

terms.   

Columbia  

Vice Mayor  

Wayne Kennedy  

Ward 1  

Council Member  

Carl McCullen  

Ward 2  

Council Member  

Debbie Matthews  



attending study sessions and Council  

meetings.  I am working to increase my  

knowledge of the business of the city and  

have dedicated myself to getting up to  

speed as quickly as possible.  I look forward 

to hitting the ground running in 2012. 
 

These next four years are going to be an  

exciting and challenging time for this city.   

We are faced with a very high  

unemployment rate that must be a top  

priority.  Our beautiful town has so much to 

offer prospective businesses and Columbia 

must work to attract development and  

employers to our city.  Columbia has a  

workforce that is ready and willing to work.   

I am excited about our opportunities  

as we work together for the future. 
 

I can be contacted at 931-374-7829 or 

mking.ward5@gmail.com 

    - Mark King 

This is my first opportunity to address the  

citizens on Columbia in an Insights article.   

I really appreciate the confidence that the  

voters of Ward 5 placed in me by electing 

me as their Councilman.  This was my first  

experience as a candidate and I must say 

that Tuesday, November 1st was an exciting 

night. 
 

No one has all the answers, but I will be  

approachable and look forward to hearing 

from our citizens. Your opinions are  

important and need to be considered.  I will 

be fiscally responsible and work with the 

other Council members to make the best 

decisions possible regarding the tax dollars 

the city receives. 
 

Since the election, I have been hard at work 

building relationships with the other  

Council members, becoming more familiar 

with our cityõs leaders and services, and  

Message from Ward 5  

Page 9 

Volume 9, Issue 1 

Ward 3  

Council Member  

Christa Martin  

Ward 4  

Council Member  

Mike Greene  

Ward 5  

Council Member  

Mark King  

A big THANKS to all who  

participated! 
 

As the Columbia River Walk  

pro ject  cont inues to  

make progress, I requested  

support for the businesses in 

the project area so that cus-

tomers would know that the 

businesses are open.  The 

City Manager assisted this 

request by securing large 

display signs that stated 

òBUSINESSES OPENó on the 

streets near the project in 

the 3rd Ward and added  

postings to our Web page. 
 

I am committed to òWorking 

for the Peopleó for another 

four years and  to consider 

all factors available to  

help make decisions that  

represent an informed  

vote for the City of  

Columbia.  

If you have concerns in  

your neighborhood and/or on 

your streets that need  

my attention as your  

representative, my contacts 

are (931) 388 ð 1558  

(home)  and  (e-mail) 

christa.martin@columbiatn. 

com   I will respond and do 

my best to find a solution 

with your help and the  

resources available to the 

C i t y  o f  C o l u m b i a .  
          
          - Christa Martin 

 

Unless 

otherwise 

rescheduled, 

the City 

Council 

meets on the 

first and third  

Thursdays of 

each month at 

6:30pm in 

Councilõs 

Chambers, 

located on the 

2nd flood of  

City Hall, 707 

North Main 

Street. 

 

Agendas are 

available at 

City Hall one 

day before the 

meetings.  

 

Past agendas 

and minutes 

are available 

on the Cityõs 

website www.  

columbiatn.  

com.  



Phase II of the Highway 

31 Traffic Study between 

Burt Dr. and Green-

wood Acres Dr. has 

been completed.  Phase I 

recommendations have 

already been initiated 

and those include a  

traffic signal at Hwy. 31 

and Spring Meade Blvd., 

extending the left turn 

lane onto Raider Ln. at 

Spring Hill High School, a 

traffic signal and right turn 

lane at Carterõs Creek Pike 

and Hwy. 31, and a left 

turn lane at Hwy. 31 and Baker Road.   

I have often shared my concerns  

regarding safety at Northpointe Rd 

and Hwy. 31, particularly for those 

attempting to merge onto Hwy. 31 to 

travel northbound. This intersection 

did not meet the state warrants for a 

traffic signal, but I have asked TDOT 

to develop improvements. The  

installation of new highway lighting at 

Carterõs Creek Pike and Hwy. 31 has 

also been completed. 

The Farmers Market is looking good 

and has progressed rap id ly .   

Fortunately, the City Council sup-

ported my request to include a metal 

roof.  This feature will save the City 

many dollars in future long-term main-

tenance. Also, city park and recrea-

tional facilities in north Columbia must 

be included in the Cityõs Strategic Plan 

the proper transport and disposal of 

hazardous wastes from contaminated 

properties.  

Another important issue is Columbiaõs 

future water supply. I attended many 

meetings the past couple of years to 

address future water needs and  

concerns regarding water shortages 

due to severe drought conditions, as 

in 2007.  In this region, we depend on 

the water stored in Normandy  

Reservoir.  It must be monitored 

closely and future planning is  

imperative. 

Columbia must be included in the 

Nashville-Area 25-year Regional 

Transportation Plan. This regional 

transportation & transit system is  

imperative for Columbiaõs future.  

I have strongly advocated for Colum-

biaõs inclusion in this multi-county 

plan. A commuter rail service is 

needed as both a lifeline and an  

economic engine for Columbiaõs con-

tinued growth and job development.  

In closing, I bid you farewell.  I have 

tried to always be a good and faithful 

servant, and to advocate for the safety 

and welfare of those I served.  I have 

done everything in my power to  

address all needs, to serve as a strong 

and effective representative for Ward 

5, to help benefit all who live and 

work in Columbia, and to make  

Columbia a progressive city that will 

continue to move forward into the 

future.   - Sue Stephenson 
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Sue Stephenson 
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for the near future. 

Retail and commercial development in 

north Columbia must be pursued  

aggressively or Columbia risks  

becoming Spring Hillõs bedroom com-

munity; and only Spring Hill and Maury 

County will benefit from the jobs and 

revenue.  Many larger parcels of acre-

age are available for development 

along both Hwy. 31 and Bear Creek 

Pike.  I have shared this with the 

Council many times.   

In discussions with the City Manager,  

I have repeatedly requested a police 

substation be based in Fire Station 5, 

on Hwy. 31 in the Neapolis area; and 

police coverage Zone 6 encompasses 

too large an area and needs to be 

reduced.  Also, Fire Station 3 needs to 

be replaced and should be identified in 

the Cityõs Strategic Plan for future 

consideration when a strong  

economic recovery is in progress. 

New legislation was initiated in June 

2010 that will address building and 

property code violations.  I apprised 

the City Manager of this new legisla-

tion when it was introduced to state 

legislators, and I hope Columbia will 

be able to utilize this program in the 

near future.  

 It is also very important for the public 

to contact their representatives in 

Washington and urge them to  

continue funding for the Tennessee 

Meth Task Force and for Congress to 

continue funding federal dollars for 

Ward 1  Ward 2  Ward 3  Ward 4  Ward 5  

Jan 23ñJan 27 Jan 30ñFeb 3 Jan 3ñJan 6 Jan 9ñJan 13 Jan 17ñJan 20  

Feb 27ñMar 2  Mar 5 ñMar 9  Feb 6ñ10 Feb 13ñFeb 17 Feb 20ñFeb 24 

Apr 2ñApr 6  Apr 9ñApr 13  Mar 12 ñMar 16  Mar 19 ñMar 23  Mar 26 ñMar 30  

May 7 ñMay 11  May 14 ñMay 18  Apr 16ñApr 20  Apr 23ñApr 27  Apr 30ñMay 4  

City of Columbia Public Works Department  

BRUSH & BULKY ITEM COLLECTION SCHEDULE 

January 2012ñMay 2012 

For a full schedule visit www.columbiatn.com or call Public Works (931) 388 -8650.  


